
Response DETAILS:  

Date Reported:  December 14, 2012  

Debr is :  Large Cement Dock  

Identification #: 9LH548 (Dock bumper) 

Estimated  
Time at Sea: 

1.8 years (647 days) 

Japanese Tsunami 
Debris Confirmation: 

Yes 

Washington Sta te 
Locat ion:  

Olympic National Park  

Size:  19.8 x 5.8 x 2.3 m (188 tons) 

Sample  
Col lect ion :  

OSU, ONP, & WDFW  

Beach Removal: ONP & OCNMS 

Number Japanese 
Coastal Species: 

Estimated 63+  

Summary:Summary:   

First sighted off the Washington coast on December 14, 
2012, the dock was subsequently found by the U.S. 
Coast Guard grounded in the Olympic National Park 
(ONP)/Olympic Coast Nat. Marine Sanctuary (OCNMS) 
on December 18. Due to remote location, high surf, 
tides, and short daylight hours, a response team from 
ONP, WDFW, and Oregon State University (OSU) were 
only able to access the dock on December 21 to assess 
the situation, attach a tracking beacon,  and collect 
specimens for invasive risk. The team estimated that 
75% of the dock surface biota had already been 
scoured off by shoreline wave/beach action. Follow-up 
visits on January 3-4, 2013, were conducted by ONP 
and WDFW to eliminate remaining invasive species 
risks. The team estimated that 99% of the surface biota 
had now been scoured off. After 647 days at sea, sam-
ple analysis has identified 63 Japanese coastal species 
off this dock to date. An ID number on a black vertical 
dock bumper was used to confirmed the dock as one of 
the four washed away from the Japanese city of Misawa 
by the 2011 tsunami. Removal of the dock was com-
pleted in March at a cost of $628,000. A full report is 
available at http://marinedebris.noaa.gov/tsunamidebris/.  
 
   

For more information contact: WDFW AIS Unit, 600 Capitol Way N, Olympia, WA 98501; http://wdfw.wa.gov/ais/ 
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Japanese Tsunami 
Marine Debris 

Variety of algae species 
Anemone on mussel 

Barnacle and spongesBarnacle and sponges  

Hydroids inside mussels Amphipods 

LimpetLimpet  

Flat wormFlat worm  

Mussels and barnacleMussels and barnacle  

Bumper ID Number 

http://wdfw.wa.gov/ais/

